
The start of the Church



The Early Church

After the Holy Spirit had come at Pentecost, the disciples 
began to tell people about Jesus!  They went out into the 
streets and spoke about what Jesus had done and why the 
people should follow Him.

Why did they do that?  What is the link between them doing 
this and what happened to them at Pentecost?



Peter was a key person in the start of the early church.  

Do you know anything about Peter already from other stories 
we have heard about Jesus?



Peter was the disciple who denied Jesus 3 times when he was 
arrested.

When Jesus was resurrected, he forgave Peter and told him 
to ‘feed my sheep’.  This meant that Jesus wanted Peter to 
look after his people and tell them about him.

Peter really badly messed up when Jesus was arrested but 
here we see him building the early Church!  Christians believe 
that God can use anyone, even if they have made mistakes.



Challenge!

Draw a quick picture of Peter and create a mind map around 
him of his life:

- What did he get wrong?

- What did Jesus ask him to do?



The Early Church

The book of Acts in the New Testament of the Bible tells us 
what the early Church was like.

Challenge!
What does this 
passage from Acts 2 
tell us about the 
features of the early 
Church?  Make a note 
of the key features 
that you find.



The Early Church

This passage is from 
Acts 4:32-35.  What 
does this tell us 
about the early 
Church?



Not everybody liked the disciples talking about Jesus like 
this.  Many of Jesus’ followers were persecuted and told to 
stop talking about Jesus. 

In Acts 8, it tells us that the church of Jerusalem was 
persecuted so much that the apostles (disciples) scattered 
across Judea and Samaria.

This is how the early Church started to

spread.


