
Writing 

LO: To draft and edit a poem about the theme of memory. 

YOUR TASK: 

Your task is to write a poem with the purpose of conveying your memories about school and your childhood. 

Poems are opportunities to explore and experiment. They come in a huge array of different forms, it is an 
opportunity for expression. 

I would recommend making some notes, before you begin writing, about the different memories you may want to 
write about. Once you have chosen some memories; expand on them. What can you see, hear, smell, feel, touch? 
How does the memory make you feel emotionally? Do you look back on it fondly? Would you want to create more 
memories like these? What did you learn from this moment? Why do you think you remember this moment 
specifically? 

Rather than a specific memory you may wish to write about the over-arching idea of memory. 

These notes will help you structure the different verses/stanzas of you poem. 

Think about the poems you have read – they are all structured differently. You should pursue whatever structure you 
feel comfortable with when writing your own poem.  

 

 

Things you may want to consider: 

 A range of poetic features such as rhyme, rhythm, imagery, couplets, alliteration and assonance:  
o Alliteration – same sound at the start (e.g. meandering moonlit moor) 
o Assonance – similar sounds in the centre of a word 

 The ball bound around without sound on the ground 
 A range of punctuation is very common in poetry – you could focus on dashes, semi-colons, 

colons and parenthesis (brackets). All of which allow you to insert additional phrases and clauses 
but can help maintain the rhyming structure. 

 Separating your poem into stanzas or verses which can work similarly to paragraphs and could 
centre around a specific idea or section of your memory.  

 Consider how many syllables you may want to use in each line 
 Consider the rhyming structure.  
 Consider the use of similes and metaphors which are also very effective in poetry. 

 



 

 

Examples of poems around the theme of childhood memories as well as other 
themes: 

 

 



 

 

Suggested Structure and Planning Sheet 

The beauty of poetry is that you have the freedom to write in whatever structure you desire. 
However, if you are unsure and need some guidance I have listed below some instructions to 
help you. If you have other ideas please do pursue them whilst remembering the features of a 

poem.  

 4 verses 
 8 syllables per line 
 Written in rhyming couplets 
 
Verse 1 – Where/when are you? Describe the physical scene.  

Verse 2 – What can you see/hear/small/taste? Further detailed description 

Verse 3 – The memory. 

Verse 4 – Fondly looking back on that memory. 


