NRICH &

Teachers: Early Years

[ Shapes in the Bag J
Sorting and describing, using mathematical properties such as size and shape
Understanding the characteristics of 2D and 3D shapes

Children often enjoy puzzling and guessing games.

Adults could provide a bag containing assorted shapes and, when a suitable opportunity arises,
encourage the children to play a kind of game.

The Activity

Children put their hand(s) in a bag to choose one of the shapes inslde. By exploring the shape with

their hands while it is still in the bag, they try to reason what shape it is, then bring it out to see
their choice.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

'Descrlbing
(While hands are still in the bag)
Tell me about the shape you have found.




The Mathematical Journey

Properties of shapes:

* using everyday language such as curved, pointy, straight, wiggly to describe shapes

e progressing to using mathematical language such as corner, side, circle, square, rectangle, triangle,
oblong ...., having analysed the properties of the shapes involved

¢ counting the sides and comers of the shapes they choose

With thanks to Kirsty Lombari at Ludwick Nursery School who was the inspiration for this activity.
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